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Third Sunday in Lent
March 12, 2023

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER

CALL TO WORSHIP'

Welcome pilgrims on the way to the cross.

We are learning to follow Jesus.

The way is long, and we are thirsty.

We seek the living waters of Jesus.

We feel the weight of scarcity warring

with hopeful whispers of abundance.

We need the living waters of Jesus.

We wonder if God will provide us with what we
need, here and now.

As God gives us the living waters of Jesus,
so God calls us to quench the thirst

and meet the needs of our neighbors.
Pilgrims on the way, come let us worship God!
We come to worship God as we learn to live inside out!
Amen.

*HYMN Something Beautiful UMC 394

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER OF CONFESSION?

We are dry, Lord,

like the pavement on a sweltering summer day.

Our lives are heated,

and the streams of our souls sometimes run dry.

We catch our tears, but they cannot ease our thirst.
We drip in sweat, but this cannot ease the heat.

So we beg for only a few drops of refreshing rain
to moisten the dryness in our world.

Time for Silent Confession
(Continued on next page)



God'’s promise is greater than rain or streams.
God promises a Savior sent to redeem

and fill us with water eternally.

Living in the will of God,

we live without thirst anymore.

Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERATORY PRAYER & OFFERATORY
Each Sunday we collect loose change that will be given
to a designated mission. The mission for this month is
the House of Refuge. Please contribute if you feel led.

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



PSALTER READING Psalm 95 (UMH 814)

A Call to Worship and Obedience

1O come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3 For the LoRD is a great God
and a great King above all gods.
41n his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
> The sea is his, for he made it,
and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
60O come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
"For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture
and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!
8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
9when your ancestors tested me
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.
10 For forty years | loathed that generation
and said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray,
and they do not regard my ways.”
1 Therefore in my anger | swore,
“They shall not enter my rest.”

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION?

God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the
soul. Pour out upon us the spirit of wisdom and
understanding that, being taught by you in Holy Scripture,
our hearts and minds may be opened to know the things that
pertain to life and holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.



SCRIPTURE TEXT John 4:5-26

5So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot
of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. ¢ Jacob’s
well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting
by the well. It was about noon.

’ A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to
her, “Give me a drink.” & (His disciples had gone to the city to
buy food.) ® The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews
do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 1° Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” * The woman
said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.
Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons
and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, ' but those who
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty.
The water that | will give will become in them a spring of
water gushing up to eternal life.” *> The woman said to him,
“Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have
to keep coming here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come
back.” ’ The woman answered him, “| have no husband.”
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘| have no
husband,’ *8for you have had five husbands, and the one you
have now is not your husband. What you have said is
true!” 1° The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a
prophet. 2° Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but
youl¢l say that the place where people must worship is in
Jerusalem.” 2! Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the
hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A5-42&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26167e

22'You worship what you do not know; we worship what we
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 22 But the hour is coming
and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these
to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.” 2> The woman said to him, “I
know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When
he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” %6 Jesus said to
her, “l am he,!l the one who is speaking to you.”

ALL: The Word of God for the People of God.
RESPONSE: Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE “True Worship” Pastor Craig
*HYMN Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah UMH 127
DISMISSAL AND BLESSING

*POSTLUDE

Prayer Focus for March: The people in Turkey and Syria.
Bible verse to remember: “do not be afraid, for | am with
you, do not be afraid, for | am your God: | will strengthen you,
| will help you, | will uphold you with my victorious right hand.”
Isaiah 41:10.

. Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Director of Worship Arts, August 2022.

. Ciona D. Rouse, The Africana Worship Book, Year A, edited by
Valerie Bridgeman Davis and Safiyah Fosua (Discipleship
Resources, 2006), 141 and 154.

3. https://prayerist.com/prayer/illuminationumc.html

N —


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A5-42&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26173i

PRAYER REQUESTS
All Military Personnel and All First Responders
The people in Ukraine

Iris Bennett Sister-in-law to Kay Huneycutt

Lane Bennet Brother to Kay Huneycutt

Melissa Brown Daughter of Maria Rogers

James Brunk Friend to Billy and Margie Gordy

Cathy Childress 5703 Beaver Pond Trail, Pfafftown 27040
David Conrad Cousin to Harold Kincaid

Fay Dillon 6065 Germanton Rd, Winston-Salem 27105
Delinda Dunlap-Ryan Friend to Emily Kincaid

Walt Frye Cousin to Pat Bennett

Cathy Hrestak Cousin to Joe Bennett

Roger Jones Friend to Margie Gordy

Rick Lane Husband to Janice Lane

Scott Lane Son to Janice Lane

Janice Lane

Wanda Lingle Cancer Treatments

David Linville Friend to Harold Kincaid

Lisha Granddaughter to Wanda Manring
Clara Long 1905 Emorywood Rd, Rural Hall 27045
Kristy Long Daughter to Clara Long

Mary Ann Friend to Margie Gordy

Traviss Mabe Cousin to Janice Lane

Freddie Masencup Friend to Sara Overton

Tappy McMillan Sister-in-law to Sara Overton

Doug Raynor Recovering from surgery

Becky Shelton Sister to Billy Gordy

Jordan Stomean Granddaughter to Sandy Stomean
Richard and Becky Thomas Cousin to Lawson Family

Gail Tuttle Sister to Billy Gordy

Christian Willard and Family

Shut-ins
Martha Collins, Mallard Ridge, 9420 N NC Hwy 150 , Clemmons 27012
Betty Eddinger, 1250 Arbor Road, Room 720, Winston Salem, 27104
Ron Fulp, 705 Meadowlark Drive, Apt. B, King, NC 27021
Betty Martin, Mallard Ridge, 9420 N NC Hwy 150, Clemmons 27012
Judy Scudder, Bradford Village, 602 Piney Grove Rd, Kernersville 27284
Barbara White, 1294 Priddy Road, King, NC 27021

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Easter Egg Making, Monday, March 13, at 2:00 p.m.
Easter Egg Packaging, Tuesday, March 14, at 10:00 a.m.

The Living Cross will be setup on Palm Sunday, April 2
6



WELCOME FROM HICKORY RIDGE

We've been waiting for you! We believe that every person
who comes into this special fellowship is sent by God,
himself. Above all else, we want to express Christ’s love for
you with genuine, heartfelt warmth. We are eager to know
you, and we are excited to share with you the marvelous
ways God is working in our church and in our lives. It will not
take long to discover that this is truly a family, rich in the
relationships that matter most. Our hearts, our doors, and
our minds are open. If you have been thinking, praying,
searching for a place to belong, we say to you, “Welcome
home!”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

At Hickory Ridge United Methodist Church, our purpose is to
communicate God’s Word through evangelism, to provide
fellowship and community to believers, to educate God’s
people through discipleship, to demonstrate God’s love
through service, and to celebrate God’s presence in worship.

CHURCH INFORMATION

Hickory Ridge United Methodist Church
6012 Germanton Road, Winston Salem, NC 27105
www.hickoryridgeumc.org
Office: (336) 767-0380

Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11:15 a.m.

Craig Toth, Pastor
Mobile: (336) 500-1767
Email: craigmtoth@gmail.com
Office Hours: Tue. & Thur. 12:00-3:00 p.m.



