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First Sunday in Lent 
February 26, 2023 

 

PRELUDE 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP1 
Welcome pilgrims on the way to the cross. 
We are learning to follow Jesus. 
For those who feel Christ near, 
May we not turn away 
from the discomfort of the journey ahead. 
For those who feel as far from Christ 
as the desert is from the ocean, 
May we find Christ in the wilderness with us. 
For all of us who stumble and fall in our silence, 
indifference, and lack of generosity, 
May we reach for the hand of Christ, 
who raises us up to continue on the journey. 
Pilgrims on the way, come let us worship God! 
We come to worship God as we learn 
to live inside out! Amen. 
 

*HYMN                  Great Is Thy Faithfulness              UMH 140 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LITANY2 

The Tempter says, “If you are…” 
God, help us prove that we are your people. 
If we are the people of God, 
our love will flow from inside out to God, 
neighbor, self, and all creation. 
God, help us prove that we are your people. 
If we are followers of Christ, 
our faith will plant seeds of justice, 
so we can reap a harvest of reconciliation and healing 
where violence and desolation once took root. 
God, help us prove that we are your people. 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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  If we are students of the Holy Spirit, 
our hope will dream a world of flourishing 
for all of God’s creation, 
inspiring us to spread God’s abundant 
life like butter on warm toast. 
God, help us prove that we are your people. 
Though the Tempter says, “If you are…,” 
God says, “You are mine.” 
God, as the people you claim as your own, 
teach us to live in and return to love, faith, 
and hope whenever we fall. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
OFFERATORY PRAYER & OFFERATORY 

Each Sunday we collect loose change that will be given 
to a designated mission. The mission for this month is 
the House of Refuge. Please contribute if you feel led. 

 
*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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PSALTER READING                              Psalm 32 (UMH 766) 

The Joy of Forgiveness 

1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
    whose sin is covered. 
2 Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity 
    and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
3 While I kept silent, my body wasted away 
    through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
    my strength was dried up as by the heat of 
    summer. Selah 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
    and I did not hide my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
    and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah 
6 Therefore let all who are faithful 
    offer prayer to you; 
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters 
    shall not reach them. 
7 You are a hiding place for me; 
    you preserve me from trouble; 
    you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. Selah 
8 I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; 
    I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
9 Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
    whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
    else it will not stay near you. 
10 Many are the torments of the wicked, 
    but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD. 
11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, 
    and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 
 
 

 
 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION3 
God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the 
soul. Pour out upon us the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding that, being taught by you in Holy Scripture, 
our hearts and minds may be opened to know the things that 
pertain to life and holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

SCRIPTURE TEXT                                          Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, 
and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 
 

‘One does not live by bread alone, 
    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on 
the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 
 

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
    and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’ ” 
 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will 
fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away 
with you, Satan! for it is written, 
 

‘Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.’ ” 
 
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and 
waited on him. 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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  CALL: The Word of God for the People of God. 
RESPONSE: Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE     “How to Respond to Temptation”    Pastor Craig 
 
*HYMN                     It Is Well with My Soul               UMH 377 
 
DISMISSAL AND BLESSING                               
 
*POSTLUDE 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Focus for February: Ask for answers to the violence 
that is happening in our communities. 
Bible verse to remember: “With GOD all things are possible” 
Matthew 19:26 

 
 

 
1. Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Director of Worship Arts, August 2022. 
2. Ibid. 
3. https://prayerist.com/prayer/illuminationumc.html 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
All Military Personnel and All First Responders 
The people in Ukraine 
Iris Bennett      Sister-in-law to Kay Huneycutt 
Lane Bennet      Brother to Kay Huneycutt 
Melissa Brown     Daughter of Maria Rogers 
James Brunk               Friend to Billy and Margie Gordy 
Cathy Childress     5703 Beaver Pond Trail, Pfafftown 27040 
David Conrad     Cousin to Harold Kincaid 
Fay Dillon      6065 Germanton Rd, Winston-Salem 27105 
Delinda Dunlap-Ryan   Friend to Emily Kincaid  
Walt Frye       Cousin to Pat Bennett 
Cathy Hrestak     Cousin to Joe Bennett 
Roger Jones      Friend to Margie Gordy 
Rick Lane      Husband to Janice Lane 
Scott Lane      Son to Janice Lane 
Janice Lane       
Wanda Lingle     Cancer Treatments 
David Linville     Friend to Harold Kincaid 
Lisha        Granddaughter to Wanda Manring 
Clara Long      1905 Emorywood Rd, Rural Hall 27045 
Kristy Long      Daughter to Clara Long 
Mary Ann       Friend to Margie Gordy 
Freddie Masencup    Friend to Sara Overton 
Tappy McMillan     Sister-in-law to Sara Overton 
Doug Raynor     Recovering from surgery 
Becky Shelton     Sister to Billy Gordy     
Jordan Stomean    Granddaughter to Sandy Stomean    
Richard and Becky Thomas Cousin to Lawson Family  
Gail Tuttle      Sister to Billy Gordy  
Christian Willard and Family     
 

Shut-ins 
Martha Collins, Mallard Ridge, 9420 N NC Hwy 150 , Clemmons 27012 
Betty Eddinger, 1250 Arbor Road, Room 720, Winston Salem, 27104 
Ron Fulp, 705 Meadowlark Drive, Apt. B, King, NC 27021 
Betty Martin, Mallard Ridge, 9420 N NC Hwy 150, Clemmons 27012 
Judy Scudder, Bradford Village, 602 Piney Grove Rd, Kernersville 27284 
Barbara White, 1294 Priddy Road, King, NC 27021 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Breakfast for Supper Fundraiser will be held Friday, March 3, from 
4:30 to 6:30 pm. 
 

Administration Council will be held Tuesday, March 7, at 7:00 pm. 
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 WELCOME FROM HICKORY RIDGE 
 

We’ve been waiting for you! We believe that every person 
who comes into this special fellowship is sent by God, 
himself. Above all else, we want to express Christ’s love for 
you with genuine, heartfelt warmth. We are eager to know 
you, and we are excited to share with you the marvelous 
ways God is working in our church and in our lives. It will not 
take long to discover that this is truly a family, rich in the 
relationships that matter most. Our hearts, our doors, and 
our minds are open. If you have been thinking, praying, 
searching for a place to belong, we say to you, “Welcome 
home!” 
 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 
At Hickory Ridge United Methodist Church, our purpose is to 
communicate God’s Word through evangelism, to provide 
fellowship and community to believers, to educate God’s 
people through discipleship, to demonstrate God’s love 
through service, and to celebrate God’s presence in worship. 
  

CHURCH INFORMATION 
 

Hickory Ridge United Methodist Church 
6012 Germanton Road, Winston Salem, NC 27105 

www.hickoryridgeumc.org 
Office: (336) 767-0380 

 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship: 11:15 a.m.                  
 

Craig Toth, Pastor 
Mobile: (336) 500-1767 

Email: craigmtoth@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Tue. & Thur. 12:00-3:00 p.m. 

  
  

 


