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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 11, 2021 

  
GATHERING 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP1 (Responsively) 
  
Let us worship God, our light and our salvation. 
The Lord is the stronghold of our lives. 
We desire to live in God’s house 
and to seek God in his holy temple. 
We have come with shouts of joy, 
to sing and make music to the Lord. 
Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. 
Teach us your ways and make straight our paths 
in this house of worship and always. 
 
INVOCATION 
  
OPENING HYMN           Amazing Grace                 UMH 378 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION2 (Responsively) 
  
Jesus, who sat at the table with outcasts and sinners, 
we confess that too often our words and actions 
are not consistent with our beliefs. 
Often we ignore the needy, 
show indifference to the lonely, 
and reject those who seem different from us. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Empower us to reach out in love and acceptance 
through your name. Amen. 
  
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
  

  



 

  

The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He will not always accuse, 
nor will he keep his anger forever. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far he removes our transgression from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE 

  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen 
  

OFFERTORY 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
DOXOLOGY 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 



 

  
PSALTER READING (Responsively)                       Psalm 24 
 
The earth is the LORD's and the fulness thereof, 

the world and they that dwell therein; 
for God has founded it upon the seas, 

and established it upon the rivers. 
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

And who shall stand in God’s holy place? 
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, 

who do not lift up their souls to what is false, 
and do not swear deceitfully. 

They will receive blessings from the LORD, 
and vindication from the God of their salvation. 

Such is the generation of those who seek the Lord, 
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
and the Ruler of glory shall come in. 

Who is the Ruler of glory? 
The LORD, strong and mighty, 
the LORD, mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
that the Ruler of glory may come in. 

Who is this Ruler of glory? 
The LORD of hosts, 
the LORD is the Ruler of glory! 

 



 

  

OLD TESTAMENT READING               2 Samuel 6:1-5. 12b-19 
 
1 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand. 2 David and all the people with him set out and 
went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of 
God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is 
enthroned on the cherubim. 3 They carried the ark of God on 
a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, 
which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of 
Abinadab, were driving the new cart 4 with the ark of 
God; and Ahio went in front of the ark. 5 David and all the 
house of Israel were dancing before the LORD with all their 
might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and 
castanets and cymbals. 

12b So David went and brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-edom to the city of David with 
rejoicing; 13 and when those who bore the ark of 
the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a 
fatling. 14 David danced before the LORD with all his might; 
David was girded with a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the 
house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, 
and with the sound of the trumpet. 

16 As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal 
daughter of Saul looked out of the window, and saw King 
David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she 
despised him in her heart. 

17 They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, 
inside the tent that David had pitched for it; and David 
offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before 
the LORD. 18 When David had finished offering the burnt 
offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the 
people in the name of the LORD of hosts, 19 and distributed 
food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, 
both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of 
meat,[g] and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back 
to their homes. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-8177g


 

  
NEW TESTAMENT READING                             Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before 
him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. 
With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 
forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather 
up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an 
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose 
of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel 
and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on 
Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you 
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with 
the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of 
our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to 
the praise of his glory. 
 
CALL: The Word of God for the People of God. 
RESPONSE: Thanks be to God! 
  

MESSAGE TITLE:     ”This is Truly Good News!” 
 
PRAYER OF INVITATION 
 
CLOSING HYMN          Blessed Assurance             UMH 369 
 
DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
  



 

  
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
All Military Personnel and All First Responders 
Joe Bennett Radiation Treatments 
Janet Bottoms Friend to Margie Gordy 
Ron Fulp 705 Meadowlark Dr., Apt B, King, NC 27021  
Cathy Hrestak Cousin to Joe Bennett 
Wanda Lingle Cancer Treatments 
Shirley Horton Friend to Joe and Pat Bennett 
Chris Friend to Keith White 

Christian Willard and family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
United Methodist Women (UMW) meeting will be held in the 
fellowship hall on Thursday, July 15, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
We will hold a reception for our new pastor, Craig Toth, on 
Sunday, July 25, from 3:30-5:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Breakfast for Supper is held on the first Friday evening of 
each month, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. The next will be August 6. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1. The Worship Sourcebook, Faith Alive Christian Resources, Grand 

Rapids, MI, p. 50. 
2. Ibid. p. 99. 
3. Ibid. p. 116. 

 



 WELCOME FROM HICKORY RIDGE 
 

We’ve been waiting for you! We believe that every person 
who comes into this special fellowship is sent by God, 
himself. Above all else, we want to express Christ’s love for 
you with genuine, heartfelt warmth. We are eager to know 
you, and we are excited to share with you the marvelous 
ways God is working in our church and in our lives. It will not 
take long to discover that this is truly a family, rich in the 
relationships that matter most. Our hearts, our doors, and 
our minds are open. If you have been thinking, praying, 
searching for a place to belong, we say to you, “Welcome 
home!” 
 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 
At Hickory Ridge United Methodist Church, our purpose is to 
communicate God’s Word through evangelism, to provide 
fellowship and community to believers, to educate God’s 
people through discipleship, to demonstrate God’s love 
through service, and to celebrate God’s presence in worship. 
  

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Hickory Ridge United Methodist Church 
6012 Germanton Road 

Winston Salem, NC 27105 
Email: hickoryridgeumc@gmail.com 

Office: (336) 767-0380                  
 

Pastor: Craig Toth 
Mobile: (336) 500-1767 

Email: craigmtoth@gmail.com 
  
  

 


